When is it youth work?
When is a game of football youth work?

[image: Close with solid fill]
If the person running the football match is doing it because they have a passion for football and wants to improve the football skills of the young players, creating a winning team and climbing the local league, then they are a football coach.

[image: Checkmark with solid fill]If football is the means rather than the end and the primary focus is the social and emotional development of the young person, then it is much more likely to be youth work.

Working as part of a team, taking on leadership roles, taking personal responsibility for their actions, understanding consequences, even thinking about gender roles and diversity issues are all elements the youth worker can explore with the young people through the medium of football.
If the young people were interested in dance, cookery or environmental issues, the worker could equally well use these as the hook too.





Youth Work in Activity-based work
In a small group, plan an activity, and show that you are making use of youth work principles and values in your planning.
Activity:
How will you make sure that:
•	Young people are choosing to take part.
•	You are starting from young people’s view of the world.
•	You are going to treat young people with respect.
•	You will be seeking to develop young people’s skills and attitudes  rather than remedy ‘problem behaviours’
•	Young people develop stronger relationships and collective identities.
•	You and the young people respect and value differences.
•	You are promoting the voice of young people.
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